Panhandle Arts Conference Schedule
All conference activities are held in the main Plex, unless otherwise noted


 THURSDAY, July 25                                                                                 8:00 AM – 6:30 PM

REGISTRATION, NETWORKING, AND CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST PROVIDED             8:00 – 9:00 AM                

ARTIST SHOWCASE								                 9:00 – 9:15 AM            
Mckay Tebbs
For almost 20 years, Dr. Mckay Tebbs has been active in both teaching and performing on the guitar. He has played in rock bands, jazz ensembles, and pit orchestras and has performed at festivals, orchestra halls, and opened for national touring artists. Dr. Tebbs has recorded his own albums and played on film soundtracks as both a guitarist and bassist and is currently the Assistant Professor of Music at Chadron State College.

 OPENING REMARKS & KEYNOTE		                                                                    9:15 – 10:15 AM
Economic Development Through the Arts in Rural Nebraska
The National Governors Association recently issued a comprehensive report Rural Prosperity Through the Arts & Creative Sector that provides a road map for actionable items states can take to promote economic development using the arts. Learn more about this report, steps being taken in Nebraska and recent legislative bills considered by the Nebraska Legislature to address the arts and economic development.  Presenter:  Suzanne Wise, Nebraska Arts Council

15 minute break
 BREAKOUT SESSION 1                                                                                                        10:30 – 11:30 AM
Board Development, room E188
Great boards make for great nonprofits.  Learn how to develop your board and how to strengthen the relationship between your board and organization management.  Presenter: Rachel Morgan, Nebraska Arts Council

Grant Writing Tips & Tricks, room E189
Learn about the various grant opportunities available through the Nebraska Arts Council. Then dive deep in to some tips and tricks of grant writing and the importance of telling your story for the grant reviewer. Presenters: Stephanie Plummer & Linda Hilliar, Nebraska Arts Council

Toot Your Horn, Illuminating Your Creative Process, room A113
This session is a workshop for artists of all disciplines to understand better how to translate what you do to others such as arts administrators, patrons, buyers and followers.  Presenter: Meagan Dion, Nebraska Arts Council

15 minute break
 LUNCH PROVIDED                                                                                                               11:45 – 12:45 PM
Want to know more about a certain topic?  Join a table-top discussion to gain more in-depth knowledge in a relaxed and casual setting.




STATE OF THE ARTS & LISTENING FORUM                                                                        12:45 – 1:45 PM
This session will cover a variety of topics, including new legislation in Nebraska regarding the arts, the status of the National Endowment for the Arts, national trends in the arts, and new Nebraska Arts Council programs.  The session will also offer an opportunity to tell the Nebraska Arts Council what you’re thinking about, too.  Presenter:  Suzanne Wise, Nebraska Arts Council

15 minute break
 BREAKOUT SESSION 2                                                                                                             2:00 – 3:00 PM
Elements of Effective Fundraising, room E188
We all have to do it, we might as well be doing it well.  Effective fundraising for nonprofits is a critical job and an area where you likely focus considerable energy. As a nonprofit organization, you probably have extremely limited time and resources available.  Learn how to make your fundraising more efficient.   Presenter: Kyle Cartwright, Nebraska Cultural Endowment

Yes, You Need a Strategic Plan, room E189
Where are we going, and how do we get there?  A solid strategic plan is a sign of a healthy organization, but sometimes the process can appear daunting.  Participants will leave the session with a process, tools and templates to use in order to complete a strategic plan.   Presenter: Rachel Morgan, Nebraska Arts Council

15 minute break
  CLOSING CEREMONY 								    3:15 – 4:00 PM
Presentation of the BiTSy Awards                                  
The Nebraska Arts Council staff is proud to revive its Behind the Scenes Awards (BiTSy) at this conference. BiTSy awardees are selected by NAC staff to recognize such sterling accomplishments as surviving the ups and downs of directing a nonprofit arts organization, agreeing to be a grant reviewer, or by just being an awesome colleague.

Artist Showcases
Juan De La Cruz, Gordon Rushville Public School student, Nebraska Poetry Out Loud contestant 

Matt Mason, State Poet, has won a Pushcart Prize and two Nebraska Book Awards and organized and ran poetry programming with the U.S. Department of State. He’s been published in over 200 magazines, in Ted Kooser’s American Life in Poetry and on Garrison Keillor’s Writer’s Almanac. He is executive director of the Nebraska Writers Collective. 

Closing Remarks, Suzanne Wise

ADDITIONAL WORKSHOPS                                                                                                      4:15 – 5:15 PM
Bringing Out Your Inner Poet, room A113
Arts Join Matt Mason, Nebraska State Poet, to de-stress by expressing both distress and exuberance through poetry. You'll explore your creative skills through writing prompts and exercises.
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CLOSING RECEPTION AT THE WEST NEBRASKA ARTS CENTER 		                5:00 – 6:30 PM
Join us at the West Nebraska Arts Center for a reception, networking and fun!  View the President’s Show: Picasso exhibit before everyone goes on their way.

ON YOUR OWN EXCURSIONS 	
While you’re in town, be sure to attend either of these events!

Screening of “Young Picasso” at the Midwest Theatre
Pablo Picasso is one of the greatest artists of all time – and right up until his death in 1973 he was the most prolific of artists. Many films have dealt with these later years – the art, the affairs and the wide circle of friends. But where did this all begin? What made Picasso in the first place?

Theatre West presents “The Music Man”
By turns wicked, funny, warm, romantic and touching, The Music Man is family entertainment at its best. Meredith Willson's six-time, Tony Award-winning musical comedy has been entertaining audiences since 1957 and is a family-friendly story to be shared with every generation.
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